
  

A) Starting conversations 

[First time]    Nice to meet you (too), I’m… 

[Not first time] How are you? 

[After a long time] Long time no see! 

[Interrupting] Sorry to interrupt but… 

 

B) Asking for more information 

What kind of ______? 

Could you give me an example? 

Tell me more about _______  

How much/How many/How long…? 

Why/Who/When/Where/What/Which…? 

 

C) Reacting 

[Interested] I see 

             Really? 

[Surprised]  You’re joking! 

            Are you serious!? 

[Good news] Terrific! 

             Congratulations! 

[Bad news]  I’m sorry to hear that 

             That’s terrible! 

[In common] Me too! 

 

D) Explaining in detail 

[Rephrasing] I mean… 

         In other words… 

         What I’m trying to say is… 

[Giving examples] For example… 

[Giving reasons] This is because… 

One reason is…. 

E) Presenting 

[Opening] (Today) I’d like to talk about… 

[Transitioning] Now that I’ve talked about 

_____, I’d like to… 

Before I talk about____, I’d like to… 

[Closing] That brings me to the end of my 

presentation. Any questions? 

F) Continuing conversations 

How about you? 

No, but… 

Not really, but… 

[Thinking time] Let me see… 

                Well… 

[Adjusting the topic] Speaking of… 

So… 

[Changing the topic] Anyway…. 

By the way… 

G) Checking 

Sorry?  

Could you repeat that? 

How do you say (Japanese word) in English? 

What do you mean by _____?  

Do you mean _____ or ______? 

How do you spell (that)? 

[Checking the listener] Are you following me? 

 

H) Exchanging opinions 

[Asking opinion] What do you think about…? 

[Giving opinion] In my opinion…          

[Agreeing] I agree (because…) 

      That’s a good point 

[Strongly agreeing] I couldn’t agree more 

[Disagreeing] Yes, but don’t you think…? 

That’s an interesting point, but…. 

[Changing opinion] Now that I think about it… 

[Ending with disagreement] So, it looks like we 

agree to disagree on this point. 

 

I) Ending conversations 

[Starting ending] Anyway… 

[First time ending] It was nice meeting you 

[Not first time] It was nice seeing you again 

[Ending] I’m sorry, I have to go now 

[Closing ]    See you again 

Let’s stay in touch 

 

 

Speaking strategies (and examples) 

 


