
Answers: Money idioms 

# Answer Definition 

 

Example 

1 well-off Rich; wealthy; have a lot of 

money 

His parents were ______. They lived in a 

big house in an expensive area. 

2 on the house Free; no payment is 

needed 

The restaurant owner has just told us 

dinner tonight is ______. We don't have to 

pay anything. 

 

3 in the red Owe money to your bank 

because you have spent 

more than you have in 

your account 

The company was ______ so they had to 

borrow more money from the bank. 

 

4 run out Use something completely 

so that there is nothing left 

(eg. time, money, 

patience) 

Can I borrow some money? I've ______. 

5 cut back Reduce something (eg. 

spending) 

We need to ______ on spending. Our 

monthly expenses are too high. 

6 break the 

bank 

Use up all your money That's a lot of money to pay for a car. I 

hope it doesn't ______. 

7 cash cow A product or thing that 

makes a lot of money for 

you 

This product has been a real ______ for us. 

We've made a lot of money from it. 

8 foot the bill Pay for something; pay a 

bill 

Who's going to ______ for all the damage? 

I'm not paying for it. 

9 cost an arm 

and a leg 

A lot of money The engagement ring ______ but I think 

she's worth it. 

10 make ends 

meet 

Have only just enough 

money to do things 

We had no money left so we had to sell the 

family car just to ______. 

 

 

 

 


